SCHOOL-AGE SPECIAL EDUCATION ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
Perhaps you believe that your child really needs extra services to do well in school.
Or maybe a teacher has suggested that your child needs additional help. In both
situations, only an evaluation can determine if your child is eligible to receive
special education services.
If you, a teacher, your child’s doctor, or another trusted advisor has concerns
about your child’s development, your child can receive a free evaluation to
determine if your child is eligible for free School-age Special Education services
between the ages of 5 and 21.
Federal law – the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) – sets forth
which children are eligible to receive school-age special education services. There
are two sets of criteria: (1) age requirements; and (2) requirements related to the
child’s disability.
Age Requirements: To receive special education services, your child must be at
least old enough to enroll in the local public kindergarten within your school
district. In most states, children are eligible to enter kindergarten at age 5.
Districts vary on when children must turn 5. Some require that children have their
5th birthday before the start of the school year, and others allow children to begin
kindergarten at age 4 if they turn 5 during the beginning of the school year.
Your child remains age-eligible for School-age Special Education services until he
or she turns 21, unless your child decides to graduate. Once your child decides to
graduate from high school, he or she is no longer eligible for special education
services.
Requirements Related to Disability: In addition to the age limits, to receive Schoolage Special Education services, your child must (1) have a disability; AND (2) need
special education and related services because of the disability.

IDEA lists a number of disabilities that can fulﬁll the ﬁrst part of the equation,
including autism, speech-language impairments, speciﬁc learning disabilities, and
a catchall provision called “other health impairments.” For children under the age
of 9, a child may be considered to have a disability if he or she has a
developmental delay (as deﬁned by the state) in one of the 5 primary areas of
child development.
It is important to emphasize that having autism or Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD)
is not enough on its own to qualify your child for special education. Your child must
also need specialized services. A full and individualized evaluation will determine
whether or not your child needs special education and related services.
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The Center for Autism Research and The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia do not endorse or recommend any speciﬁc person or organization or form
of treatment . The information included within the CAR Autism Roadmap & trade; and CAR Resource Directory & trade; should not be considered
medical advice and should serve only as a guide to resources publicly and privately available . Choosing a treatment, course of action, and/or a
resource is a personal decision, which should take into account each individual's and family's particular circumstances .

